Defence Ties Strengthened by The Philippines

Philippine Secretary of National Defense Gilberto Teodoro Junior and Lithuanian Minister for
National Defense Dovilé Sakaliené recently signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) on
defence co-operation.

The 30 June-announced MoU follows The Philippines earlier that month having “reaffirmed and
advanced” defence ties with other “key European partners”, such as the European Union, France, the
United Kingdom and Sweden.

A statement by The Philippines Department of National Defense described the Lithuanian MoU as
a “testament to the commitment of the Marcos Administration to further elevate co-operation with
international partners”.

“The MoU builds on the positive developments in Philippines-Lithuania defence relations and
provides a concrete framework for possible defence co-operation between the two countries’ defence
establishments, particularly in the field of cyber security, defence industry, munitions production
co-operation, addressing hybrid threats and maritime security,” it stated.

“Minister Sakaliené is in the country for her four-day official visit, marking the first time a Defense
Minister from Lithuania has visited the Philippines. The signing of the MoU follows the bilateral meeting
between the Secretary Teodoro and the Lithuanian Defence Minister on the sidelines of the IISS
[International Institute for Strategic Studies] Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore on June 1.”

Prior to the signing of the MoU, the two defence officials were said to have exchanged views on global
security concerns — particularly in regard to developments in the West Philippine Sea and the larger
South China Sea, as well as in the European region.

“Both sides emphasised their shared principles and commitment in upholding international law and
deterring unilateral actions that threaten regional stability. Lithuania has been a vocal supporter of the
2016 Arbitral Award and expressed solidarity with the Philippines in light of the security developments
over the South China Sea.”

On 12 July The Philippines Department of National Defense issued a statement celebrating the ninth
anniversary of the Arbitral Tribunal ruling on the South China Sea.

“We are reminded of something simple yet powerful — the rule of law matters,” it stated.

“For countries like The Philippines — an archipelagic nation whose very existence is intertwined with
the maritime domain — respect for international law is not just a principle, it is a lifeline.

“The Arbitral Award, which clearly affirmed our sovereign rights over our exclusive economic zone and
continental shelf in the West Philippine Sea, is not merely a legal pronouncement, it is a resounding
declaration that the only legitimate guide for the conduct of nations is the rule of law — never the
imposition of might.

“The Philippines, a nation committed to peace and principled engagement, views this Award not just as
a cornerstone of our foreign and security policy, but as an irreducible truth. We continue to uphold the
Award because it reflects what is right and just — not just for us, but for all coastal states whose rights
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must be respected under international law. No amount of pressure, reinterpretation or power plays can
erase that truth.

“Let it be abundantly clear — defending our sovereign rights and jurisdiction is not an act of provocation,
it is the sacred and fundamental duty of the Republic — an expression of our responsibility to our
nation, to the Filipino people and to the countless generations of Filipinos who will inherit this

sacred trust.”
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