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Maritime Liens Book Authored by MLAANZ Member
MLAANZ member Dr Damien Cremean has newly authored “The Law and Practice of Maritime Liens”, 
which has been published in the United Kingdom by Informa Law from Routledge.

Dr Cremean, who is a barrister and Adjunct Professor in Law, addresses maritime liens in Australia, 
New Zealand, the United Kingdom, United States, China and six other jurisdictions in the book, which 
is divided into the following three sections:

•	 Part I – Concept Generally

•	 Part II – Varieties of Maritime Liens

•	 Part III – Judicial Sale

Including a foreword by United Kingdom Admiralty Judge Justice Baker, the book “uniquely offers a 
single point of reference on the vital legal subject of maritime liens”, according to the website of law 
booksellers Wildy & Sons. 

“[Maritime liens is] intrinsic to admiralty law and a topic often incompletely understood by shipping firms 
and other such businesses, to their considerable risk and detriment,” it states.

“Where previously it was necessary to source many different publications, of widely varying age,  
this book now provides a single, up-to-date, accessible and comprehensive source to explain this 
complex area and its implications for all parties in the maritime industry, and beyond, in each of the 
jurisdictions concerned.

“The author introduces the meaning and functions of maritime liens, as well as the jurisdictions where 
maritime liens arise, with some historical context provided to aid understanding. In terms accessible 
to anyone working within the industry, he explains the implications of maritime liens with regard to 
damage, pollution, collisions, salvage, wages and more.”

Wildy & Sons note that the enforcement of maritime liens in each jurisdiction is “thoroughly discussed”.

“[The book features] topics such as the arrest of vessels, the exercise of liens on cargo and  
sub-freight, provision of security, conflict of laws, and the procedures and proceeds of judicial sales. 
Key priorities such as sale proceeds, competition between creditors and non-maritime claimants, are 
also addressed.

“‘The Law and Practice of Maritime Liens’ offers a comprehensive and accessible guide to the topic 
for anyone directly or indirectly involved in the maritime sector, but it is most directly relevant to legal 
practitioners (especially in maritime law and marine insurance areas) in practice within each of the 
relevant jurisdictions, shipowners, charterers and corporations involved in the maritime sector.

“Law courts, judges and magistrates throughout the English-speaking world (and elsewhere) will also 
benefit from this book. It is likely to have a wide international audience, being applicable to a large 
proportion of marine sector trade.”
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Retailing for £230, the book can be purchased via https://www.wildy.com/isbn/9781032388199/the-law-
and-practice-of-maritime-liens-hardback-informa-law-from-routledge.

Dr Cremean was recently award a Doctor of Laws LLD by the University of Queensland in recognition 
of his work in admiralty and maritime law.
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