Major Incidents That Changed Maritime Laws

Online news and information resource, Marine Insight, has recently published an article titled
“Five Maritime Incidents That Changed International Laws Forever”.

Authored by Zahra Ahmed, the article examines those five incidents under the subheadings of:

The Sinking of RMS Titanic and Birth of SOLAS [the International Convention for the Safety
of Life at Sea]

The Torrey Canyon QOil Spill and MARPOL [the International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships]

The Amoco Cadiz Oil Spill and STCW [the International Convention on Standards of Training,
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers]

The Herald of Free Enterprise Capsizing and ISM [International Safety Management] Code

Erika Oil Spill and Introduction of Erika I, Il and Ill Packages

“The five incidents mentioned in the article changed the course of maritime laws and regulations,”
wrote Ms Ahmed.

“They highlighted the weaknesses of the older systems and brought about the much-needed changes
to save not only human lives but also safeguard the marine environment from pollution.

“The disasters, though catastrophic, led to the implementation of vital laws and conventions like
SOLAS, MARPOL, ISM Code etc and ultimately made seafaring more regulated and safe. Even today,
as new technologies are rolled out, maritime laws are updated regularly.”

The full article can be viewed at https://www.marineinsight.com/know-more/5-maritime-incidents-that-
changed-international-laws-forever/.
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