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President’s Message
Kia ora, welcome to 2026.

Given recent developments with the war in Iran many challenges are inevitably being created for 
shipping and logistics companies, which in turn 
will also be providing for some interesting and 
exciting work in the legal and insurance fields.

Funds Held by Branches 

As a Board after consultation with Branches we 
have now resolved to move forward with the 
proposal to hold the majority of Branch funds in 
the central MLAANZ bank account administered 
by the Board. This will allow good visibility 
of funds held by MLAANZ and enable better 
cashflow management by the Board and use of 
these funds moving forward.

We appreciate the excellent work done by  
Branch treasurers in having held these funds  
on trust. This change will enable their roles as  
well as that of the MLAANZ treasurer to be 
simplified, as all funds will be held centrally – 
other than modest floats held by each Branch  
for their approved-budgeted annual costs.

Morella Calder Trust

The Board has also worked closely with the 
trustees of the Morella Calder Trust and likely by 
the time you read this edition will be holding those 
funds on trust in the MLAANZ bank account to be utilised as instructed by the trustees from time to time.

In the first instance the trustees have approved a grant of A$10,000 for the funding of a research 
assistant to assist in the publication of the Australian and New Zealand Maritime Law Journal. 
The trustees have also approved a payment of A$8,783 to MLAANZ for the past sponsorship 
payments MLAANZ paid in respect of the MLAANZ Comité Maritime International (CMI) database 
project and the Australian and New Zealand Maritime Law Journal student editors while the 
Morella Calder Trust Funds were unable to be accessed.

It is expected that the remaining Morella Calder Trust funds of approximately A$20,000 will be 
available to be utilised in the future for the objects of the trust which is “to undertake and promote the 
advancement of knowledge, understanding, research and study of maritime law in accordance with the 
object of MLAANZ”. The objects of MLAANZ are exhaustively set out in the constitution clause 1.2 if 
you would like to review.

MLAANZ president Hamish Fletcher

https://www.mlaanz.org/uploads/1/1/7/5/117539465/constitution_of_maritime_law_association_of_australia_and_new_zealand.pdf
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MLAANZ CMI Committee

The CMI Committee recently issued its draft paper on Lex Maritima for members’ comment by 
23 March 2026. Having considered this valued input, the draft will be finalised and sent to the Board 
for ratification and then the Committee’s joint-chairs Michelle Taylor and Charlie Street will onsend  
to the CMI.

Extraordinary (Special) General Meeting 7 April 2026

Members should have now received the notice of the Extraordinary (Special) General Meeting and if 
not please click this link.

Please exercise your democratic right and attend, and vote. 

Maritime New Zealand (MNZ) Discussion Paper on Maritime Transport and 
Maritime Security Legislative Reform

Also this March, at the invitation of MNZ chief executive and director Kirstie Hewlett, Colin Hunter 
and myself represented MLAANZ at a face-to-face meeting in Auckland. This was a great opportunity 
for MLAANZ to discuss with Ms Hewlett and her legislation reform team issues that we believe they 
should consider in their proposed reforms. MNZ consulted with only a select group of stakeholders. 

MLAANZ did not have time to prepare its own written submission due to the extremely short notice of 
the meeting. However, it was fortunate we both had spent considerable time working on the discussion 
paper ourselves and were able to provide detailed insights as to where MNZ could focus particular 
attention in the proposed drafting to address issues that participants in maritime industries are raising 
and as maritime lawyers we believe are important.

We were clear the views expressed had not been ratified by MLAANZ due to the timeframe. We 
advised Ms Hewlett that MLAANZ would formulate a detailed response to any Select Committee 
arising out of a Bill before Parliament or if further discussion papers on this matter were circulated  
post the current consultation of interested parties. Any draft submission would of course be circulated 
by the New Zealand Branch to the membership for comment before seeking ratification of the  
MLAANZ Board.

Annual Federal Conference

The NSW Branch is ramping up preparations for the 51st MLAANZ annual federal conference  
and I encourage those wanting to present papers to get their expression of interest into the  
Organising Committee as soon as possible.

The Organising Committee and Board have just selected the FS Dethridge Memorial speaker and we 
look forward to announcing this outstanding contributor to maritime law in the very near future.

I look forward to seeing you in Sydney on 27-29 October 2026.

Nga mihi 
Hamish Fletcher 
President, MLAANZ 
p +64 3 548 4136, m +64 27 220 5122 
hamish@oceanlaw.co.nz

March 2026
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