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MNZ – What’s New?
Maritime New Zealand (MNZ) publishes a range of guidance, position statements, operational policies 
and rule changes and this Semaphore article highlights the following updates:

•	 Non-commercial use of a commercial vessel fact sheet – updated January 2026
•	 Maritime Rules Amendments 2025 (No 3)

◦	 escape arrangements, rescue boat launching, firefighting equipment, anchor chain testing 
and MF/HF radio – effective from 28 January 2026

◦	 sea service options, certification pathways and training requirements for several ratings – 
coming into effect on 31 March 2026

Digital Applications for Seafarer Licensing Coming Soon 

Additionally, MNZ advises that it is preparing to launch an online application process for seafarer 
licensing in April this year.

“Over the past few years, people across the maritime community have shared valuable feedback on 
our notifications, certification, and licensing processes,” states the agency.

“This feedback has guided improvements that will make the processes clearer and easier to follow.”

MNZ advise that the online form will guide applicants through each step and tailor the process to the 
type of certificate they need.

“It clearly outlines the documents required 
and applicants can easily upload everything in 
one place. This will create a more streamlined 
experience for applicants and help our staff 
have all the information they need to progress 
applications efficiently.”

In April the online form will include issue and renewal of Part 32 certificates and endorsements, and 
ship’s cook letters.

“Additional licenses will be added in future phases – please follow the usual application process in  
the meantime.”

MNZ is also working on a refreshed version of its website, which will feature better navigation, 
improved search functionality, and – “most importantly” – updated and clearer content.

“The changes reflect MNZ’s commitment to supporting the sector with practical improvements and  
will continue to build and improve over time.”
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https://mcusercontent.com/3d399774bc25fdd586c93900b/files/ab351890-d0bf-d4a9-4239-2982b240e61f/Guidance_on_non_commercial_use_of_commercial_vessels.pdf
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/rules/latest-rule-updates/

