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I pay my respects to the Turrbal and Jagera 
people of the land and waters where I work and 
live, Meanjin, Brisbane. 

First and foremost, we acknowledge the many 
seafarers and their families dealing with the most 
difficult circumstances with the recent outbreak of 
hostilities in the Middle East. We pay our respects 
to those who have already lost their lives as a 
result of the conflict. 

While we have yet to directly experience significant
flow on effects in our region, the geopolitical 
upheavals will have impacts on supply chains  
and economies worldwide for some time to come. 

Below is a short snapshot of MLAANZ activities in 
Australia since the December 2025 report.

MLAANZ Branches
The Australian MLAANZ Branches have begun working on events for the year. 

The MLAANZ Queensland Branch held an AGM and networking drinks evening on 29 January  
hosted by Wotton Kearney in Brisbane. Rosemary Gibson was elected to the position of chair and 
Rebecca Flynn was elected to the position of vice-chair. Congratulations to Rosemary and Rebecca. 

The MLAANZ NSW Branch is in the throes of preparing the annual federal conference, which will be 
held at the Intercontinental in Double Bay (Sydney) between 27 and 29 October. It promises to be a 
fantastic event so make sure you Save the Date! Calls for expressions of interest have been circulated. 
Anyone interested in presenting at the conference, please get in touch with the Conference Organising 
Committee using the following details: 

•	 Lorna Anderson – landerson@millsoakley.com.au

•	 Charles Street – street@4selborne.com.au

•	 Beth O’Connor – beth.o’connor@sparke.com.au

IMLAM
International Maritime Law Arbitration Moot (IMLAM) preparations are underway. As indicated in 
previous editions, the competition will be held in Sydney again in 2026.

Look out for Organising Committee calls for arbitrators. 

CMI, Conventions and Consultation
The Comité Maritime International (CMI) Subcommittee established a Working Group to undertake a 
review of the CMI’s “Lex Maritima – the Tokyo Principles of Maritime Law”. 

MLAANZ Australia vice-president Naraya Lamart

mailto:landerson%40millsoakley.com.au?subject=
mailto:street%404selborne.com.au?subject=
mailto:beth.o%E2%80%99connor%40sparke.com.au?subject=


Copyright 2009-2026 Maritime Law Association of Australia and New Zealand

S E M A P H O R E

That Working Group consisted of: 

•	 Justice Stewart

•	 Michelle Taylor

•	 Jesper Martens

•	 Charles Street

•	 The Honorable Steven Rares

The Working Group’s comments on the Lex Maritima document will be circulated shortly and members 
will be invited to comment prior to its submission to the CMI. 

Other topics the Subcommittee are working on include: 

•	 mobile offshore renewables units

•	 maritime autonomous surface ships

•	 cybercrime

•	 decarbonisation – green fuels

Some Happenings in Australia

Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) Consultations

Decarbonisation Roundtables

As reported in the previous edition, AMSA held its third roundtable on decarbonisation on 19 November 
2025 on “Alternative fuels and emerging technology”.

AMSA’s website notes the next step as the “establishment of the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) Net-Zero Framework”. At this stage, there is no indication on the website as to what the 
timeframe for this may be.

There are no dates listed for further roundtable discussions. Stakeholders can register interest to 
participate in future roundtable discussions by contacting AMSA – Environment.Standards@amsa.gov.au.

Marine Orders

Marine Order 54

AMSA has opened consultation for proposed amendments to Marine Order 54 (Coastal pilotage) 2014. 
The changes will apply to coastal pilots, check pilots, pilotage providers and training course providers. 

The updates are intended to: 

•	 modernise the regulations by focusing on competency-based standards and flexible entry 
pathways (including new training and continuing professional development [CPD])

•	 strengthen risk management and safety management systems

•	 streamline licensing processes
•	 improve oversight and compliance

A summary of the changes can be found at https://www.amsa.gov.au/sites/default/files/MO54-change-
summary.pdf.

Consultation will remain open until 5 April 2026. 
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Marine Order 53

AMSA is proposing amendments to Marine Order 503 (Certificates for survey) 2018 for domestic 
commercial vessel owners and operators. AMSA has indicated the purpose of the amendments is to 
clarify the survey and certification framework and specifically to: 

•	 clarify requirements for novel vessels (including for new and emerging technologies)

•	 clarify the standards for vessels that choose to be surveyed by a recognised organisation

•	 clarify the triggers for transitional vessel standards and timing for renewal surveys

•	 implement the NSCV Part C2 (Watertight and weathertight integrity) for new vessels and 
remove the older standards in the Uniform Shipping Laws (USL) Code

•	 clarify and streamline a number of other standards and survey requirements

•	 improve the readability and clarity of the marine order

The proposed changes can be viewed at https://www.amsa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-02/
Proposed-changes-to-certificate-of-survey-requirements.pdf.

Consultations are open and will close on Monday 20 April 2026. 

Marine Order 25

AMSA is seeking feedback on proposed amendments to Marine Order 25 (Equipment – lifesaving) 
2014 which sets out requirement for carrying and testing life-saving equipment. 

The purpose of the changes is to clarify the application and purpose of the order and update 
references for equipment required by the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS). 

The summary document can be found at https://www.amsa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2026-01/MO25-
change-summary-2026.pdf.

Consultations close 15 March with amendments due to come into effect on 1 June 2026. 

Recent Admiralty Decision – Federal Court of Australia
There have not been any admiralty decisions published since Aeronautical Resource and Consultancy 
Pty Ltd trading as ARC Helicopters v CMA-CGM Société Anonyme au Capital de 234 988 330 Euros 
[2025] FCA 1156 in September 2025. 

You can read a brief summary of that case in our previous edition. 

We will update on any further decisions in future editions. 

Naraya Lamart 
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