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President’'s Message
CMI Conference Report

Kia ora

Between the 12th and 17th of May | had the privilege and honor to represent MLAANZ at the
Comité Maritime International (CMI) conference in Tokyo.

It was wonderful to be part of a delegation of MLAANZ members attending including Michelle Taylor,
Lachlan Boughton, Charles Street, Jesper Martens, Stuart Hetherington, Hon Justice Angus Stewart,
Retired Hon Justice Steven Rares and Retired Hon Justice Neil McKerracher.

Hon Justice Angus Stewart, Michelle Taylor and Hamish Fletcher

The conference was the largest for CMI for many years with 450 delegates and the week was very full
and demanding, including workshops, conference sessions, social events and official duties wise. |
admire my colleagues from non-English speaking countries as the official language was English. So,
apart from being talented and leading maritime lawyers, they were required to be fluent in English.
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A highlight was the opportunity to be part of the Asia-Pacific panel of presidents (pictured below) who
spoke on current developments in their regions across a number of issues including decarbonisation,
seafarer welfare and regulatory matters. Arising out of the panel and panel lunch that followed was
that the countries involved (and others in the Asia region) would attempt to have an annual meeting of
Asian-Pacific presidents.
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Another highlight was to be invited by CMI president Ann Fenech (pictured below addressing
delegates) to sit next to her at the presidents’ breakfast she hosted, so she could get to know me.

A remarkable leader who CMI is very fortunate to have — a leader who brings infectious enthusiasm
to the role and a personal touch. Ann seemed to know everyone by their first name and role, and was
extremely personable.
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The conference saw a resolution of the general assembly approving the restatement of the
Gothenburg draft of Lex Maritima — a series of 25 general principles of maritime law with an objective
to enunciate the universal foundations of maritime law, thereby clarifying its specialties and contributing
to its international uniformity. A final document will be produced in the near future for circulation. This
was a major piece of work of CMI led by Belgium’s Eric Van Hooydonk who should be congratulated
for his perseverance and dedication to this project.

CMI highlighted the need for MLAANZ to be in a position to respond to questionnaires as they

arise. Currently we have a number that require responses and the Board has recently assigned the
management of questionnaires to Michelle Taylor and Charles Street for Australia and John Knight for
New Zealand. They will be reaching out to members in the next month seeking volunteers who have
the requisite skills and time to help MLAANZ prepare responses for approval of the Board to them be
submitted to CMI. This will be an ongoing exercise as CMI send out questionnaires each year.

The conference was a highlight of my professional career and although the academic and legal content
was impressive, the real benefit of the these events is the collegiality and contacts made with our
fellow MLA presidents and MLA members who attend. To be able to connect with worldwide maritime
lawyers is a special.
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CMI conference day one Rotterdam Rules International Sub Committee meeting at the law offices of Nishimura & Asabhi,
which included MLAANZ members Michelle Taylor, Retired Hon Justice Steven Rares, Lachlan Boughton and
Stuart Hetherington (chair) along with colleagues from Holland, Nigeria, South Africa, Switzerland, Sweden and Japan

| look forward to seeing you all In Melbourne in September to celebrate our 50th annual
federal conference.

Nga mihi

Hamish Fletcher

President, MLAANZ

p +64 3 548 4136, m +64 27 220 5122
hamish@oceanlaw.co.nz

June 2025
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