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Iraq Federal Supreme Court Returns  
to Kuwait Maritime Pact Decision
Appeals by Iraq President Abdul Latif Rashid and Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudaniover  
over a 2023 ruling annulling the Khor Abdullah maritime pact with Kuwait were due to be reviewed  
by Iraq’s Federal Supreme Court as this edition of Semaphore was published.

It is understood that, following Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait and then subsequent United States-led 
coalition defeat of Saddam Hussein’s forces, the maritime pact was signed in 2012 and ratified by 
Iraq’s Parliament a year later.

The agreement divided control of the 120-kilometre channel between Kuwait’s Warbah and Bubiyan 
islands and Iraq’s Al-Faw Peninsula – the channel feeding into Khor al-Zubair and Iraqi’s main port, 
Umm Qasr.

However, two years ago, Iraq’s Federal Supreme Court ruled the country’s ratification of the agreement 
“unconstitutional”, on the grounds it had not secured the two-thirds Parliamentary majority required for 
ratifying international treaties.

Overseas media described that verdict as having “strained diplomatic relations with Kuwait and 
reignited domestic controversy over Iraqi sovereignty and constitutional authority”.

However, it has also been reported there is “growing popular and political opposition to reviving the 
revoked maritime pact with Kuwait” with public protest having “spilled onto the streets”.

A 29 May Amwaj.media article written by Iraqi journalist Azhar Al-Rubaie – titled “Will maritime dispute 
with Kuwait sink Iraqi PM’s political fortunes?” – noted protesters had accused their Government of 
“violating Iraq’s sovereignty” by seeking its reinstatement.
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