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ITLOS Resolution Role Considered in Hanoi Workshop
A two-day workshop hosted in Hanoi (Vietnam) in early May has considered the role of the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) in the settlement of disputes relating to the  
law of the sea.

Organised in co-operation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and 
with support of the Korea Maritime Institute, the workshop was also attended by representatives of 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei-Darussalam, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor-Leste.

ITLOS president, Judge Tomas Heidar, said the workshop would “contribute not only to a greater 
understanding of the tribunal’s work, but also to the broader goal of strengthening the legal order for 
the seas and oceans, as envisaged in the preamble of [UNCLOS (the United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea)]”.

Added Permanent Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam Nguyen Minh Vu: “For Vietnam, 
the work of ITLOS and UNCLOS is not an abstract matter – it is central to our vision for the future. 
As a coastal nation with a long history and a dynamic economy, we see the sea as both a source of 
prosperity and a space that demands careful stewardship.”
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The workshop encompassed an overview of proceedings before the tribunal, with sessions specifically 
dedicated to:

•	 dispute-settlement mechanisms under UNCLOS

•	 the jurisdiction of ITLOS

•	 advisory proceedings

•	 urgent proceedings

•	 the procedure for bringing cases before ITLOS

Presentations were also made on the jurisprudence of ITLOS regarding maritime delimitation disputes 
and the advisory opinion on climate change, with speakers including ITLOS vice-president Chadha, 
Judges Kulyk, Duan, Horinouchi and Rhee, and registrar Hinrichs Oyarce.

The regional workshops aim to familiarise participants with the dispute-settlement mechanisms 
established by UNCLOS and with the procedure applicable to cases before ITLOS.

To date, workshops have been held in Senegal, Gabon, Jamaica, Singapore, Bahrain, Argentina, 
South Africa, Fiji, Mexico, Kenya, Indonesia, Costa Rica, Cabo Verde, Uruguay, Malta and France.

IMO-ITLOS Workshop

Meanwhile, ITLOS and the International Maritime Organization (IMO) co-hosted a workshop at the 
latter’s London headquarters in London in late March to address the arrest of vessels and flag state 
responsibilities regarding ship registration.

Following opening remarks by IMO secretary-general Arsenio Dominguez, ITLOS president Heidar 
gave a keynote speech on ITLOS’ advisory opinion on climate change and the ocean.

President Heidar noted that the workshop provided an “excellent” opportunity for members of ITLOS to 
engage with IMO delegates on important matters relating to the arrest and registration of vessels.

“These issues have been central to cases before the tribunal and are of significant importance to the 
work of the IMO,” he stated.

“Their continued examination and understanding 
are vital for ensuring legal certainty, strengthening 
ocean governance and supporting the  
sustainable and efficient management of 
international shipping.”

Added secretary-general Dominguez: “There are clear linkages between the judicial work of ITLOS on 
maritime matters and the work of IMO. A recent example is the submission provided by IMO towards 
the development of the ITLOS Advisory Opinion on Climate Change and the Ocean.”

The workshop closed with a reception sponsored by the Government of the Republic of Cyprus.
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