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Proposals to Modernise the Maritime Security and Maritime Transport Acts

MNZ director Kirstie Hewlett

An important conversation happening right now 
is how New Zealand’s maritime legislation could 
be modernised to ensure we can manage current 
and emerging security threats and other issues.

The Associate Minister of Transport is undertaking 
a review of the Maritime Security Act 2004 and the 
Maritime Transport Act 1994. Together with the 
Ministry of Transport, MNZ is seeking feedback to 
inform this process.

The Ministry of Transport and MNZ have sent out 
two working papers – including to the MLAANZ 
Board – to stimulate discussion with the sector 
over the coming months. MLAANZ input  
will help shape our thinking and ensure any  
future legislation reflects the realities of the 
sector’s operations. 

Under the proposals, port security would be 
tightened by amending the Maritime Security Act 
2004 to indicate the circumstances in which background checks can be carried out and  
introducing powers to enable the setting of requirements for identification cards. The scope of  
the Maritime Security Act would be extended to include certain classes of domestic vessels to  
raise security standards. Finally, the purpose of the Maritime Security Act 2004 would be amended  
to respond to the current maritime security context.

But this conversation goes beyond security. The ultimate goal is an efficient and effective maritime 
regulatory system that is fit for purpose for the decades ahead – enabling innovation and reducing 
regulatory burden. 

The targeted areas for improvement also include more effective prevention of, and responses to, 
maritime incidents. This involves a proposed power to ban unsafe ships from using New Zealand  
ports and improvements to MNZ’s powers to respond when a maritime incident happens.

Another focus is ensuring effective co-regulation 
by central and local government. In particular, 
ensuring each party’s roles and powers are clear 
and there are not unnecessary overlaps or areas  
of confusion.

Welcomed Input from Regulator

MLAANZ is delighted to publish the first of 
what we expect to be a regular contribution 
from Maritime New Zealand (MNZ) in this 
edition of Semaphore.

As well as enhancing the relationship 
between the two organisations, the  
New Zealand regulator’s input should  
prove very informative to our members.

MLAANZ has liaised in similar vein with the 
Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
and we expect that organisation will also 
commence providing valued input to this 
publication in 2026.



Copyright 2009-2025 Maritime Law Association of Australia and New Zealand

There are also minor changes relating to non-oil fuels, as international shipping lines begin adopting 
these alternatives. Our proposals aim to enable innovation and minimise regulatory barriers while 
ensuring that potential environmental risks from an unintentional release of non-oil fuels are 
appropriately managed.

They clarify MNZ’s mandate to plan for non-oil fuels and require advance notification of arrival for  
non-oil powered vessels. This would provide MNZ with information to identify the individual ships 
intending to arrive in New Zealand and, over time, strengthen our evidence base to guide non-oil 
fuel incident response planning. The proposals also allow MNZ to recognise new technologies and 
equivalent solutions that are not currently covered by detailed Maritime Rules.

Making changes to these targeted areas will help ensure we focus on addressing the most prominent 
risks to people, the environment and supply chains. The ultimate goal is an efficient and effective 
maritime regulatory system that is fit for purpose for the decades ahead, enabling innovation, reducing 
unnecessary regulatory burden and delivering key outcomes.

Decisions on timing and approach to the legislative changes are still to come. Engaging now means 
we’ll be ready to make constructive changes when the opportunity arises.

Important Changes to Fit and Proper Person Information – Ministry of Justice 
Checks Are Now Needed

MNZ has made important changes that will  
lead to faster processing of applications that  
need a fit and proper person (FPP) check. 
Ministry of Justice criminal record checks are  
now used, instead of more detailed Police vetting, 
for all FPP checks. 

Part of the change is that applicants request the 
criminal record check from the Ministry of Justice 
for themselves – it is a free service for individuals. 
They then include the Ministry of Justice report 
with their application. This makes processing 
applications quicker – we will no longer have to 
put an application on hold while we access a 
Police vetting report.

Employers can also register with the Ministry of 
Justice – via the same webpage – to have checks 
done for staff maritime documents.

Links:

•	 Ministry of Justice record checks are 
available from www.justice.govt.nz/
criminal-records/

•	 there is more information at  
www.maritimenz.govt.nz/fit-and-proper

•	 E-mail enquiries@maritimenz.govt.nz
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http://www.justice.govt.nz/criminal-records/
http://www.justice.govt.nz/criminal-records/
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/fit-and-proper
mailto:mailto:enquiries%40maritimenz.govt.nz?subject=


Copyright 2009-2025 Maritime Law Association of Australia and New Zealand

S E M A P H O R E

What’s New?

In recent months, MNZ has issued a range of guidance, position statements, operational policies and 
rule changes:

•	 International Omnibus – Maritime Rules Amendments 2025 (No 2) – December

•	 International Omnibus – Marine Protection Rules Amendments 2025 – December 

•	 Non-commercial use of a commercial vessel (rules amended) – October

•	 Fit and proper person change – Ministry of Justice criminal record check now required for all FPP 
applications – October

•	 Guidelines for Developing and Reviewing Oil Spill Contingency Plans for Offshore Installations: 
Meeting the financial readiness test of Marine Protection Rules Part 131 Offshore Installations – 
Oil Spill Contingency Plans – September

•	 Investigation insight: Cargo ships timber lashing – August

•	 Pilot transfer arrangements (introductory guidance note) – August

•	 Good practice guide for pilot transfer arrangements – August

•	 Investigation insight: Responsibilities of PCBUs conducting sea-trials – June

•	 New guide for the Marine Protection Rules Part 170: Prevention of Pollution by Garbage from 
Ships – June

•	 Vessel Management Framework: Guidance for managing maritime vessels when a quarantinable 
disease is suspected or known to be on board – updated by Health New Zealand – updated May

•	 Bluefin Tuna Fishing (quick guide for recreational tuna fishers) – May

•	 Protected Disclosures (protection of whistleblowers) – April

We will keep you updated in each issue of Semaphore.

December 2025

https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/lgqg0msd/maritime-rules-amendments-2025-no-2.pdf
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/apzhkblp/marine-protection-rules-amendments-2025.pdf
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/safety/moss/#noncommercial
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/safety/safety-management-systems-sms/fit-and-proper-person/
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/safety/safety-management-systems-sms/fit-and-proper-person/
https://maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/environmental-requirements/environmental-requirements-for-offshore-installations/oil-spill-contingency-plans/
https://maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/environmental-requirements/environmental-requirements-for-offshore-installations/oil-spill-contingency-plans/
https://maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/environmental-requirements/environmental-requirements-for-offshore-installations/oil-spill-contingency-plans/
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/safety/notifications/cargo-ships-timber-lashing/
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/l0zj3f5i/introductory_guidance_-note_pilot_transfer_arrangements.pdf
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/gmggvj05/pilot_transfer_-arrangements-_good_practice_guide.pdf
https://maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/safety/notifications/responsibilities-of-pcbus-when-conducting-sea-trials/
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/environmental-requirements/garbage-disposal/
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/environmental-requirements/garbage-disposal/
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/3fzlslvc/vessel-management-framework.pdf
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/3fzlslvc/vessel-management-framework.pdf
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/recreational/safety/recreational-tuna-fishing/
https://maritimenz.govt.nz/commercial/safety/notifications/other-notifications/protected-disclosures/

